10/09/1998 14:40 8109825336 CHRISTOPHER J. RUDY . PAGE 12 



• # 



O 



We claim: 

1. A protected item comprising a generally enclosed space 
for b^taining an oxidatlvely labile substance, and attached in 
communlWtion thereto an inert gas device for providing an inert 
gas blanket to said space to assist in protecting the oxidatlvely 
labile aubstance rrom oxidation. 

2. The iteV of claim i, wherein said device provides said 

in©rt which iXenriched in or is pure nitrogen^. A^>^ ^O^^^ ^^^C 

3 . The item of A^im 3 , whe^r^^ ©aid device Includes a ^^/'-^^ 
membrane for separatingvaaid iftort gas fron air. 

4. The item of claim\3,/whi^h delivers to a place away from 
said space a gas which is «(rtr/chLd in or is pure oxygen. 

5. The item of claim/s 7 which is a fuel tank. 

6. The item of clai^^, whii^^is^n electrical wire raceway. 

7. The item of claim 3, which \s a hydraulic brake system, a 
tank for transporting a liquid fuel oXcombustible or oxidation 
sensitive reactant or solvent, and a combination thereof. 

8. The item of claim 1, which is selected from the group 
consisting of a transmission box, a gear box^vand a cranKcase of 
an internal combustion engine; and the oxidatlvely labile 
substance is an oil or transmission fluid. \ 

9. The Item of claim 3, which is selected from the group 
consisting of a transmission box, a gear box, and a crahkcase of 
an internal combustion engine; and the oxidatlvely labile 
substance is an oil or transmission fluid. 
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IffX, T4ie item of claim 8, which is said eoglne crankcase. 

11. Th^^^em of claim 9, which is said^engine crankcase. 

12. The item of claim 4, whereipk^aid place is selected from 
the group consiatlngvof a care^ji^or, fuel ihjeetor, catalytic 
converter and a combinal 

13. The item of c^^ro/ ys^rtiereln Said place includes a 
pilot, driver or>p^&enger cabin dx^compartment . 

14. The item of claim 3, which is^B^tionary. 
15'. The item of claim 14, which is a gr^j^^^elevato^^r^^ai-loT 
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A method for controlling oxidative degradation of an 



^0^>^oleagi nous^llquld substance In a generally enclosed space in a 
working machinfe^ which comprises providing an inert gasjsaanket 
to said space, 

17. The method oj\claim 16, wherein said oleaginous liquid 
substance is an oil or tr^smlsslon fluid, and said machine is 
selected from the group conshi±ing of a transmission box, a gear 
box, an Internal combustion engihe, and a combination thereof, 
g ^^!_J^^' The method\<g^ claim 17, wherein said inert gas which-'is 



A enriched in or is pijre nitrogen. 
^^^\^ 19. The methbd of claim 18, 




or 



wherein said inert gas is 




provided from sepaiMitlon^air with a membrane-containing device. 

20. The methodXof claim 19, wherein said oleaginous liquid 
substance is an engine oil; said machine is the internal 
combustion engine, and it is necessary to change the oil only 
after twenty thousand miles of use or more. 
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